I08                     TIME     RUNS     OUT
A man experienced in political life never says " no " if
he can possibly help it, and seldom says " yes." He recog-
nizes, like Mark Twain, that if you have a single enemy in
the world, you will find him everywhere. He recognizes
that men behave as strangely in politics as they do in love,
and he expects neither consistency nor wisdom. Theodore
Roosevelt once said that " an honest, courageous, and far-
sighted politician is a good thing in any country/' and
Sweden certainly has a good thing in wise Per Albin.
Walking over to the map on his wall in the Chancellery,
the Prime Minister gave me the picture of Sweden's in-
ternal problem. It begins with the map, the World War II
map contrasted with the map in World War I.
The devil now stands between Sweden and the deep blue
sea. Sweden, from ancient days, has been a seafaring nation,
and her ability to keep her people employed in her factories,
fields, and forests at home is based on this fundamental.
Work stoppage, with the attendant social and economic
revulsions, is the nightmare of Per Albin, the Swedish
Labour Party, the Socialists, and the industrialists alike.
Sweden's plight is how to live "fed through a cage/' as
President Roosevelt put it in his stab-in-the-back speech at
the University of Virginia when Italy entered the war.
Sweden lives on coal. In the last war, her coal came from
England, for the ports of Norway were open. Denmark
was neutral and free. Sweden has access to all the world.
In this war she is entirely surrounded by belligerents and
occupied areas : Russia, Finland, Norway, and Denmark.
The ports of the world are closed to Sweden. Her coal
comes now from the Ruhr and Poland, each shipment only
on a licence signed by the Nazis in Berlin.
For absolutely vital imports, which she needs and which
Germany cannot or will not supply, she must obtain a
licence from Sir Frederick Leith-Ross's Ministry of Eco-
nomic Warfare in London. These imports, such as rubber,
reach her through her port at Goteborg. But the Nazis
blockade Goteborg, which is in the Kattegat. This means
that in every such instance, both the British and the Nazis
must be willing to let Sweden have the shipment. It's a
terrible job to work out a thing like that, even a few times
a year.